


“Provision of emergency warnings and related 
information is an integral part of state and 
territory emergency management 
arrangements. 

Warnings assist the public to make informed 
actions to safeguard life, property and the 
environment. 

The public must have confidence in the 
accuracy and reliability of the source of 
emergency information. Any warning issued 
must be timely, tailored and relevant to the 
public”





Australian Warning System

Consistent warning levels

Consistent action statements

Consistent colours 

Consistent icons

www.australianwarningsystem.com.au



Warning levels

Advice

An incident has started. 

There is no immediate danger. 

Stay up to date in case the situation changes.



Warning levels

Advice

There is a heightened level of threat. 

Conditions are changing. 

Act now to protect yourself and your family.

Watch and Act



Warning levels

Advice

You may be in danger and need to take action immediately. 

Any delay now puts your life at risk.

Watch and Act
Emergency 

Warning



What it’s not…

AWS is NOT replacing or 

duplicating weather warnings

BoM will keep issuing weather warnings

AWS warnings will be issued by hazard 

management agencies

AWS warnings focus on community impacts 

and actions 

AWS is NOT

an IT system

Warnings will be issued through 

existing channels for now

Strong support for future 

common publishing platforms 

and back-end system



AWS as part of the bigger public information ecosystem



Benefits

• Driven by a community need

• Consistency for those who move

• Consistency across hazards

• Action focus

• Flexible



Implementation progress

• Each state & territory responsible for implementation

• Nationally consistent for bushfire

• Other hazards progressing well



Future opportunities

طوارئحالة

?

• Common publishing platforms

• Connected and innovative systems

• Translated warnings

• Other hazards

• Responsive devices

• Continue to adjust language

• Increased awareness and resilience

• Improved accessibility

• Low-tech channels

• Increased community participation

The things that haven’t even been conceived yet!


